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What 15 Hanukkah? 37

Hanukkah is a winter holiday that
celebrates two things. The first is how two
thousand years ago the Jewish people won a
long three year battle over King Antiochus, who
wouldn't let them practice their own religion.
The king had been forcing the Jewish people to
worship idols he chose in their own temples.

The holiday also celebrates the miracle
of the lights, which honors the story of the
eternal lamp. As the story goes, once the
Jewish people had battled against Antiochus
and won, they came back to their temple and
found the flames of their eternal lamp had gone
out. They only had enough oil for the lamp to
burn for one day, but through a miracle it
burned for eight days and nights until they had
enough time to prepare more oil.

People who celebrate Hanukkah light

holder, to celebrate the victory over
Antiochus and the miracle of the eight
nights of light from the eternal lamp.
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lraditions of Hanukksh
T‘h@ M@m@@h

A holder for the eight candles of
Hanukkah - one lit for each night to
celebrote the miracte of the light: The

menorah olso holds a “helper” candle
which is vsed to light each of the others.
On the last day o total of nine candies
will be lit:

DV*@E@[{@E ‘

A dreidel is a toy spinning top that has
Hebrew letters on each side. The fetters
stand for the Hebrew words "A Greot
Miracle Happened Here’. Chidren spin the ‘(
dreidel to win candy or pennies.

Chai Hora

Each Hebrew fetter is The hora is a special
assigned a number The word  4ance some Tewish
chai means “good luck” or people perform 1o
ite". Tt has a valve of 78, celebrate during
S0 it is believed any multipe Hanukkah.
of 18 is a lucky number.
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raditions of Hanukksh

celebration of Hanukkah. They are crispy potato pancakes
fried in oll. Other foods fried in oil, like jelly doughnuts, are

| sthes

Latkes are a traditional
food eaten during the

olso eaten becavse ol is such an important part of
remembering the miracke of the lights.

Tz@@ﬂaﬂ@‘h

The word tzedakah is a. Hebrew word that means
justice, fairness or righteousness. Tzedokah is the
practice of giving in some way to others in need

(Gelt:

Gelt are real or
chocolate coins that
children receive
during the celebration
of Honvkkah.

Gifts

During Hanukkah

Jewish children
receive gifts from
Their parents.
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A traditional game that is played during Hanukkah is Hwe

dreidel game. A dreidel is a Kind of top that you spin.  Use

your toblet to learn a litte more about the symbols on the

four sides of a dreidel and what those symbols mean.

« Search for pictures of the different symbols on a
dreidel Draw them in the labeled boxes below.

« Tn each box, also +€ll what the symbols mean in the
gome.

« Rules for one way to play the dreidel game are on the

next page.

d

Nun Gimmel

Hey Shin/Peh

(
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Let's Play the Dreide] (Gamel

Game Pieces:
« # Dreidel
e 10 - 15 game pieces per player (You

Con use whatewver you wish, but pennies, '
chocolote chips, small candies, crackers or

SNININI S\

pretzel sticks work well)
« Bowl or cup for the center “pot’.

%

Directions:

« You can play with as many people as yov wish.

» Play begins with ach player putting one game
piece into the pot:

« Decide who will go first; second, €tc.

« When it is your turn, spin the dreidel one time.

o Use the information you tearned about the symbols
oh the four sides of the dreidel to determine what
you do after yov spin - hothing, Take some game
pieces, or add game pieces to the pot:

o Tf you lose all your game pieces you are ovt; &
uniess another player wil loan you some. =N D)

« The winner is the player who wins all of the n?

D

Ty
game pieces. .'.
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Il | Fecelving of Gifts

During Hanukkah lots of children receive gifts from their
parents. Many families also perform tzedokah 1o teach
their children that it is also important 1o give to others
in need. Some traditional Jewish homes have a
tzedokah box for collecting coins 1o vse for this purpose.
Lf you saved your coins, who or what organization
would you give 107 Explain on the lines below.
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Hanukkah Words to Know 7,

There are lots of words and phrases from the _
Hebrew language that are commonly associoted \
with Hanuvkkah. Can you find the
meanings of these?

Hanvkkoh Word Whodt it means..

Hanukkiyah

Nes Gadol
Hayoh Sham

Sevivon

Shamash
(also Shammash)

Sufganiyot D
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NOTE: This page is NOT for the student booklets.
This goes with the Dreidel pages and is meant as
o key for teachers 1o use. These are the
hames of the symbols on a. dreidel and what
each means in the playing of the game.

*Mun meons “rish? or ‘nothing." The
player does nothing.

*Glimmel means “gantZ or “everything.”
The player gets everything in e pot:
¥Hey meons ‘hal or "half” The player
gets half of the pot: (If there is an odd

humber of pieces in the pot, the player
tokes half of the total plus one).

*Shin (ovtside of Lsroel) means Shre/ or
‘put in" Feh(in Lsragl) also means “put in
The player adds a game piece 10 the pot:

Nun Gimmel Hey Shin

) ) N VY
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