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I can read about… 

• Do a picture walk and make 
some predictions with your 
group. 

• Take turns reading pages aloud. 
Help others if they need it. 

• Talk about why Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was an 
important leader in our country. 



I can use books  
   to learn about… 

• Share the basket of books 
with your group.  

• Work together to complete 
the graphic organizer. 



What I’ve learned about 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Three paragraphs here about his life. 
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Use the books to find facts and complete the graphic organizer. 

Name: ______________________ 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was born  in ______________ 
 
Birth date: ________________ 

(place) 

Important facts about his family when he was growing up: 

Education 

Important events in his life as an adult: 



I can practice my fluency 
using books about… 

 
• Choose a book from the basket. 
• Pick a paragraph or page to 

practice. 
• Read the selection over and over. 
• Ask group members if you need 

help with a word. 
• After practicing, fluently read 

your passage to your group. 



I can write about… 

• Use the books in the basket and 
what you have learned in class. 

• Complete the squares using what 
you have learned about the 
character of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

• Cut and glue the envelope into 
your interactive notebook.  Cut 
out and insert the squares into 
the envelope flap. 
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Character trait: _____________ 

 

Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

Character trait: _____________ 
 

Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

Character trait: _____________ 
 

Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 
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Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

 

Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

 

Real life example: 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 

Character Trait: 
__________________ 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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          Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia on 
January 15, 1929.   His parents always taught him that all 
people should be valued.  As he grew up he learned about 
some of the issues that black people faced.  He knew it wasn’t 
fair and wanted to think of ways to change things.  
          In 1944 Martin graduated from Booker T. Washington 
High School and was so smart that he was able to enroll at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta at only 15 years old!  While in 
college, he began to preach at his father’s church and on 
February 25, 1948, at 19 years old, Martin became Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr.   
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          After graduating from Morehouse, Reverend King went on 
to study at Crozer Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania.  There 
he learned about the teachings of Muhatma Gandhi, an Indian 
leader who had done so much for his own people through 
peaceful protests.  Next, he enrolled at Boston University to get 
his next degree, and that is where he met Coretta Scott, who he 
would marry on June 18, 1953.  
          In 1955 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led a historical event 
called the Montgomery Bus Boycott. He and other leaders asked 
black citizens to stop riding the buses in Montgomery, Alabama. 
They were protesting the arrest of Rosa Parks, who wouldn’t give 
up her seat on a bus to a white man.  This peaceful protest 
worked, and in late 1956 the Supreme Court ruled it was against 
the law to make black citizens sit in the backs of the buses in 
Montgomery. 
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           Dr. King led many more peaceful marches all over the 
country.   Then Martin met Senator John F. Kennedy and they 
worked together to figure out ways to get rid of discrimination in 
America.  On August 28, 1963 Martin led one f the most famous 
marches in history.  250,000 people gathered at the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington D.C. to support civil rights.  At the historic 
“March on Washington”, Martin gave one of his most famous 
speeches called “I Have a Dream”.   
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©www.thecurriculumcorner.com 

          The Civil Rights Bill was finally passed on July 2, 1964 by 
President Johnson and in December of that same year Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. received the Nobel Peace Prize in honor 
of the peaceful way he was accomplishing his goal of equality. 
          Martin and Coretta  had four children, Yolanda (Yoki), 
Martin III, Dexter and Bernice.  Martin was a good father, but 
was gone a lot fighting for the rights of people everywhere.  
On April 4, 1968 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was shot and killed 
by someone who was against his beliefs.  To honor this great 
American hero and leader, the third Monday in January is a 
day set aside to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and all 
that he accomplished in a peaceful way for equality in our 
country. 
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The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Three paragraphs here about his life. 
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          Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, Georgia on January 15, 1929.   His 
parents always taught him that all people should be valued.  As he grew up he learned 
about some of the issues that black people faced.  He knew it wasn’t fair and wanted to 
think of ways to change things.  
          In 1944 Martin graduated from Booker T. Washington High School and was so 
smart that he was able to enroll at Morehouse College in Atlanta at only 15 years old!  
While in college, he began to preach at his father’s church and on February 25, 1948, at 
19 years old, Martin became Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.   
          After graduating from Morehouse, Reverend King went on to study at Crozer 
Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania.  There he learned about the teachings of 
Muhatma Gandhi, an Indian leader who had done so much for his own people through 
peaceful protests.  Next, he enrolled at Boston University to get his next degree, and 
that is where he met Coretta Scott, who he would marry on June 18, 1953.  
          In 1955 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led a historical event called the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott. He and other leaders asked black citizens to stop riding the buses in 
                Montgomery, Alabama. They were protesting the arrest of Rosa Parks, who  
                wouldn’t give up her seat on a bus to a white man.  This peaceful protest  
                worked, and in late 1956 the Supreme Court ruled it was against the law to  
                make black citizens sit in the backs of the buses in Montgomery. 
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The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Three paragraphs here about his life. 
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          Dr. King led many more peaceful marches all over the country.   Then Martin met 
Senator John F. Kennedy and they worked together to figure out ways to get rid of 
discrimination in America.  On August 28, 1963 Martin led one f the most famous marches 
in history.  250,000 people gathered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. to support 
civil rights.  At the historic “March on Washington”, Martin gave one of his most famous 
speeches called “I Have a Dream”.   
          The Civil Rights Bill was finally passed on July 2, 1964 by President Johnson and in 
December of that same year Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
honor of the peaceful way he was accomplishing his goal of equality. 
          Martin and Coretta  had four children, Yolanda (Yoki), Martin III, Dexter and Bernice.  
Martin was a good father, but was gone a lot fighting for the rights of people everywhere.  
On April 4, 1968 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was shot and killed by someone who was against 
his beliefs.  To honor this great American hero and leader, the third Monday in January is a 
                     day set aside to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and all that he  
                     accomplished in a peaceful way for equality in our country. 
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January 15, 1929 
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. was born in 
Atlanta, Georgia 

June 21, 1948 
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. graduated 
from Morehouse 

College. 

June 18, 1953 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. married 
Coretta Scott. 

November 13, 1956 
Because of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott and Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr’s leadership, the Supreme 
Court ruled it was against the law 
to make black citizens sit in the 
backs of the Montgomery buses. 

August 28, 1963 
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. gave the “I 
Have a Dream” speech 

in Washington, D.C. 

December 10, 1964 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. received the Nobel 

prize. 

March 21, 1965 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. led thousands of 
protestors on a 50-mile 
march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama. 

April 4, 1968 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. was killed. 

February 25, 1948 
Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. became the 
Reverend Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 
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January 15, 1929 June 21, 1948 

June 18, 1953 November 13, 1956 August 28, 1963 

December 10, 1964 March 21, 1965 April 4, 1968 

February 25, 1948 
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Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was born 
in Atlanta, Georgia 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. graduated 

from Morehouse 
College. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. married 
Coretta Scott. 

Because of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr’s leadership, 
the Supreme Court ruled it 
was against the law to make 

black citizens sit in the backs 
of the Montgomery buses. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. gave the 
“I Have a Dream” 

speech in 
Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. received 
the Nobel prize. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. led thousands of 

protestors on a 50-mile 
march from Selma to 

Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was killed. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. became 
the Reverend Dr. 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 
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Name: ______________________ 

Cut out the boxes with events of Dr. King’s life. Put them on the timeline under the correct dates.   

The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 



Timeline 
Events 
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Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. became the leader 

of the historic 
Montgomery Bus  

Boycott. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was killed. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. became the 
Reverend Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. gave the “I Have a 

Dream” speech in 
Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. married 
Coretta Scott. 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. received the 

Nobel prize. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was born in Atlanta, 

Georgia 



Making Words 
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Name: ______________________ 

Use the letters in the name below to make words. List all of the real words you think of. 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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A E I I 
U D G H 
J K L M 
N N R R 
R R T T 



What would he say? 

© www.thecurriculumcorner.com 

Name: ______________________ 

If Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. were alive today, how do you think he would use social media to 
make a difference?  Write two Facebook posts you think he would share. 
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Working 
together 
we can 
make a 

difference! 



I can think about… 

• Think of nine different ideas that you think 
would make our world a better place to live. 

• Write each of your ideas on a different 
puzzle piece with a black marker. 

• Lightly color the pieces with crayons or 
colored pencils.   

• Cut out the puzzle pieces and put them in 
an  envelope.   

• Trade with a friend to read their ideas and 
put together their puzzle.  
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